
 
 

 

 

 

 

         Peace Talk         Fall  2019 

    Salem United Church of Christ, Wanatah, IN 

9/4 Search Committee 

meets @ 6:30 pm 
 

9/8  Grandparents Day, 

Church Picnic and Pastor 

Victoria’s last Sunday as 

Salem’s 24th pastor 
 

9/10-Prayer Shawl meeting 

@ 9:30 am 

9/15-Sunday School begins 

9:00 am -9:45 am and 

Council Mtg. after worship 

9/27-Scarecrow Festival 

Pork Chop Meal by Salem 

UCC 
 

9/29-Worship at Scarecrow 

Square at 10:00 a.m.  (No 

worship or Sunday School 

at Salem UCC.) 
 

10/6- World Communion 

Sunday with pew 

communion 
 

11/3- Totenfest with pew 

Communion and Daylight 

Savings Time ends 
 

11/10- Veterans Day 

Sunday, 6:00 pm Budget, 

Calendar, Cabinet Meeting 

 

Calendar of 
Events 

NEWS FROM OUR CHURCH OFFICE… 
 
After serving Salem UCC for about five years as our church secretary, 
Deb Smoker stepped down this past March.  Deb was recognized on 
May 12, 2019 (Promotion and Youth Sunday), for her leadership in our 
Sunday School program with a Carrie Newcomer CD that we picked up 
for her at a concert in Elkhart.  On Graduation Sunday, Deb was given a 
bookmark (along with all the other “graduates” moving on to new 
adventures).   Later, Deb was thanked by our church Council with a gift 
card for dinner at Olive Garden.  We are grateful for the many years of 
service that Deb has given to Salem UCC.   
 
After some months without a church secretary, our trustees began to 

search for a secretary (from either inside or outside of our church 

family, as there are pros and cons to either option).   After some more 

weeks passed, our trustees hired Kristina (“Kris”) Bertsch as our new 

church secretary.  Kris lives with her sister, Andrea, in LaPorte, and she 

also works part time at Burger King in Valparaiso.  Kris already has 

many office skills, as she worked in a law office previously.  She also is 

willing to learn and grow with this secretarial position.    

At the present time, Kris works in our church office on Wednesday 

mornings from 9 am to 12 noon, and on Friday afternoons from 3 pm 

to 5 pm.  Typically, the worship bulletins for Sunday now are printed 

late on Friday afternoons for the most up-to-date news.  In addition to 

typical office tasks, Kris will also take out the recycling every-other 

week, and pick up the mail regularly at the post office. 

Thank you, Deb, and welcome on board, Kris!  It has been my pleasure 

to work closely with both of you! 

Show Mercy and Grace to all!   Pastor Victoria S. Ubben 

 

    

 

 

Kris is a life-long member of the United 

Church of Christ.  Pictured to the left is 

Kris attending the 2018 Indiana-Kentucky 

Conference of the UCC.  Once again, she 

represented Salem UCC as  

our lay delegate. 
 



Dear Salem UCC,   

How quickly our three years together have sped by!  Over the course of our shared ministry together, we have tried 

some new things and we have been able to sustain our church.  I especially have appreciated your support of and your 

openness to supporting the Society of St. Andrew and also Growing Hope Globally and other mission-related projects 

what we have tried out over our time together.  Highlights of our ministry together certainly would be: (1) the Palm 

Sunday Passion Production on March 25, 2018, which was Salem’s Two-Act musical and dramatic production that 

engaged a very large number of our church family; and (2) the 150th Anniversary of Salem United Church of Christ, 

which also engaged a very large number of our church family (including many from our past who came back to 

celebrate).  

We as a congregation have helped to nurture Melissa Smoker as she pursues ministry with our faithful prayers and our 

offerings from our Student Fund.  Melissa will be assigned a new UCC mentor from the Northwest Association of the 

Indiana-Kentucky Conference of the UCC as she continues her ministerial education.  

Joe and I are grateful for the time that we have shared with you.  Our ministry has called us to serve the Native 

American population right here in the southwestern part of the U.S.A.  My final Sunday with you will be on Sunday, 

September 8, and our moving van will arrive at some point that next week to move us out of the Salem parsonage.   

Please keep in touch!  Our new mailing address after mid-September will be: 280 Loma Entrada, Santa Fe, New Mexico 

87501.  As is customary for ordained clergy in the UCC, once we settle in at our new church, my ordained ministerial 

standing will be transferred from the Indiana-Kentucky Conference to the Southwest Conference of the UCC.  Other 

ways to reach us are: 219-299-4572 and find us on Facebook at “Victoria S Ubben” (be sure to include the “S” for 

“Smith”).  My Salem Church email address will be discontinued and you may use my personal email address that travels 

with me when I move: VSUbben@gmail.com. 

Please join us for worship on Sunday, September 8.  Chris Birky (whom many of you know) will begin his interim ministry 

at Salem on September 15.  The following Sunday, Mark Roeda from South Bend will fill our pulpit.  The following 

weekend is Scarecrow Weekend (worship at Scarecrow Square), then Chris Birky will be back at Salem on October 6 to 

officiate at our communion table on World Communion Sunday.  Meanwhile, Salem’s Search Committee will continue to 

move forward with the search for a Salem UCC’ 25th permanent (“called and settled”) pastor. 

I am thankful to so many of you who have enhanced our ministry together.  Please continue to pray for Joe and me and 

our family – as we share continue to pray for you! 

Grace and Peace – Pastor Victoria S. Ubben 

 

 

Farewell Picnic  

Join us as we bid farewell to Pastor Victoria who has led us for the last three years.  On Sunday, September 8, 

after the service we will celebrate with Victoria and Joe at a Farewell Picnic. Meat, table service, drinks, and 

dessert will be provided. Please bring a salad, vegetable or hot dish to share. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:VSUbben@gmail.com


 

Sunday School News! 

The Christian Education Board met on Tuesday, August 6, and agreed that our Salem Sunday School program for the 

2019-2020 year will begin with children who are enrolled in kindergarten through high school.  (Based on some feedback 

from some Salem parents, we hope to have a nursery class for preschoolers next year: 2020-2021.)  We hope to have 

three classes this year.  Our classes will be: Kindergarten – 3rd grade, 4th – 7th grade, and 8th-12th grade. (There is no 

confirmation class this year.) 

We will purchase easy-to-teach curriculum for all teachers with workbooks for each student enrolled in our program.  

We are looking for more teachers to take turns in our teaching rotation.  Please contact the church office at 733-2639 if 

you can volunteer. 

As usual, we will have a “Welcome Back” picnic on September 8 after worship.  However, Sunday School begins on 

Sunday, September 15, at 9:00 am – 9:45 am.  Sunday School will be held on September 22; no Sunday School will be 

held on Scarecrow Weekend (September 29). 

Thank you in advance for volunteering to support our Sunday School program! 

 

150th Anniversary Books 

 

The front and back covers for Salem’s 150th Anniversary Celebration books were misprinted by Shutterfly. The 

wording was to be printed in blue, not white. Shutterfly has now given us the misprinted books, rather than 

destroying them. The misprinted books will be $10.00 each. The inside pages are correct. The proceeds from 

sale of misprinted books will be used to pay for books given to our four former ministers, Pastor Victoria, 

office copy, Wanatah Library, and a copy for our future Pastor. This error will enable families to purchase 

these history books for children and grandchildren at a reduced rate. Books will be given to Salem’s shut-ins to 

enjoy.   

  

Please see Drelah or Marlene to purchase a misprinted book for $10. There are two correct copies at $25 still 

available to purchase. 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible School News! – submitted by Keri Parks 

 

We had a fun day at Vacation Bible School at Salem Church on July 30.  Our theme was “God Calms.”  We saw 

a skit, did workshops, sang songs, made a craft, played games, and had lunch together.   

After Bible School, Youth Fellowship members went to Zao Island for a field trip to play mini-golf and games. 

Youth Fellowship will be starting this fall.  Kids in 1st grade and older are invited to join us.  We will let the kids 

know when we have more information about upcoming meetings and events. 

(Thanks to Jim Manhart for building the cardboard boat for VBS.)  



  

  

A Pastoral Letter after El Paso and Dayton 
 

Rev. Chad R. Abbott 
Conference Minister, Indiana-Kentucky Conference 

 
Here we are looking back on a week in our country that ended in deep violence at the 
hands of hatred and guns. There is still yet so much to be learned about what 
happened and why in both El Paso and Dayton, and yet there is enough known to 
move us towards prayer and action. The individual in El Paso, TX drove nearly 11 
hours to a community that was not his own to admittedly attempt to commit a 
racially motivated crime. While mass shootings and their aftermath are complex, 
there is no room for racially motivated violence in our country and yet here we are. 
We have been here before and will likely be here again. 
 
     I do not have an answer for our ongoing challenge of mass shootings and violence. 
I believe the causes are vast, wide, and complex. However, I do not believe that any 
movement towards a more just world without violence will happen without 
addressing the hatred behind why a man would drive 11 hours to murder people he 
does not know. I am reminded of a quote I read recently from Thomas Merton. He 
says, “We will not save what we do not love. It is also true that we will neither love 
nor save what we do not experience as sacred.” Church, we have a theological 
tradition that speaks to this very reality of seeing and experiencing all persons as 
being of sacred worth. We have language and liturgy for speaking to this in 
transformative ways. We all will share differing opinions on gun laws and how they 
interact with these outbursts of violence in our society. Additionally, we will differ on 
to what extent mental illness, video games, or Hollywood is to blame, if they are to be 
blamed at all. We should be addressing each of these issues of causation and more, 
but regardless of our opinions on these complexities, I hope we can agree with 
Merton that we will not save ourselves from hatred and gun violence until we can 
begin seeing the sacred in each other. 
 
     So…..Church…..What are the sermons we need to preach? What are the liturgies 
and rituals we need to write? What are the hymns that must be sung? What is the art 
that must be sculpted or painted? What are the essays and poetry that must be 
written to give voice to this sacred life that lives within every human being and for 
which never deserves violation by harm or hatred? I know many of you to be wise 
and discerning enough to create such a sacred expression and our world needs to see 
and hear it now more than ever. I look forward to hearing how you are engaging in 
creating a more just and safe world for all. 
 
My prayers and the prayers of all of our staff in the Indiana-Kentucky Conference 
are with those impacted by such violence. 

  

 

 

 



 

Search Committee Update  

 The committee will meet Wednesday, September 4th at 6:30.  We are building our church’s profile and are 

trying to “think outside the box” on how to make our profile have the WOW factor.  Because, let’s face it, our 

church has a lot of things to say WOW about.  As the profile is compiled, it brings up many things that our 

church has done for/to worship, for fun, for the community and globally.  May God Bless us on this 

journey.  Juli Charlesworth, Chair; Tim Brown; Gary Cauley; Tim Guse; Ed Marks; Tina Randall; Jake Smoker; 

Larry Pierce, Council President. 

 

 

  

 



Salem United Church of Christ is sponsoring the 

Annual Scarecrow Festival 

Pork Chop Dinner 

on Friday, September 27 

at Wanatah School 

from 4:30pm to 7:00pm 
Advance Dinner Tickets are $10* 

  

Tickets will go on sale at the church office and from members and 
friends of Salem around Sept. 1st. 

Dinners are $12.00* at the door. 

Dinner includes pork chop, potatoes and green beans, apple sauce, 
roll, homemade dessert and drink. 

Extra Chops are $4.00*. Presold dinners must be picked up by 6pm, 
NO refunds. 

*A portion of each pork chop sold will help Salem 

provide complimentary tickets to 

patrons of the 

Supplementary United Food Pantry. 

  

Members and friends ~ Your church needs your help to make this Annual 

Community Event a success.  Sign-up sheets to work will be at church in the 

coming weeks. Salem would like all members to sell at least 10    tickets each 

and help promote the dinner via email and social media. This annual event has 

been sponsored by Salem for 19 years and has been part of the community’s 

activities during the Scarecrow Festival for all 25 years.  Salem has 

strengthened our community outreach in recent years by offering 

complimentary dinners to Food Pantry patrons. 
 

  



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Happy Birthday! 

August Birthdays: 

8/3-  Brian Bagnall 

8/4-  Joe Ubben 

8/8-  Elizabeth Reinke 

8/9-  Andrew Batzka 

8/10-Jill Brown 

8/11-Riley Charlesworth 

8/12-Linda Stultz 

8/17-David Homan 

8/19-Bill Cromey 

8/22-Ray Charlesworth 

8/22-Matt Smoker 

8/23-Ann Weinkauff 

8/23-Anna Bagnall 

8/23-Mike Holtz 

8/27-William Homan 

8/27-Tammy Homan 

8/28-Jacob Smoker 

8/30-Penny Shotts 

8/31-Janet Ballinger 

 

September Birthdays: 

9/1- Victoria Ubben 

9/2-  Kylene Lambert 

9/3-  Joe Smoker 

9/4-  Andrew McCormick 

9/4-  Peggy Wilinski 

9/7-  Norman Werner 

9/8-  Jeff Shotts 

9/8-  Dara Guse 

9/10-Carol Marks 

9/11-Marlene Mitzner 

9/11-Dana Kane 

9/15-Zachary Grieger 

9/17-Ruth Carnell 

9/19-Claudette Cairns-Boyd 

9/21-Melissa Grieger 

9/21-Brooke Bos 

9/23-Carol Benkie 

9/23-Jeff Mitzner 

9/24-Don Berger 

9/25-Shirley Espravnik 

9/27-Bernell Grieger 

9/27-Emily Grieger 

9/27-Zachary Parks 

9/29-Becky Pierce 

9/29-Paul Bailey 

9/30-Dale Bagnall 
   

October Birthdays: 

10/3-  Alden McCormick 

10/5-  Jennifer McCormick 

10/5-  Ron Carnell 

10/11-Tony Galbreath 

10/12-Kelli Smoker 

10/12-Helen Steinke 

10/13-Jason Randall 

10/14-Roger Hutton 

10/14-Janet Maupin 

10/16-Diane Fike 

10/16-Susie Mack 

10/17-Kyle Lippold 

10/19-Charles Homan 

10/19-Jennifer Vorkapich 

10/21-Elwood Grieger 

10/23-Amber Bos 

10/23-Sharon Bailey 

10/27-Mitchell Brown 

10/27-George Walter 

10/30-David Pozil 

10/30-Calen Poort 

 

Anniversaries! 
August Anniversaries: 

8/7-   Jeff & Penny Shotts 

8/9-   Steven & Diane Fike 

8/12- Mike & Talytha Holtz 

8/13- Joe & Victoria Ubben 

8/14- Tim & Missy Grieger 

8/15- Brain&Christina McMahan 

8/20-Gene & Kathryn Rice 

8/23-Steve & Amber Bos 

8/24-Jeff & Andrea Mitzner 

8/25-Tim & Donna Brown 

 

September Anniversaries: 

9/1- Adam & Tricia Werner 

9/4-Gordon & Claudette Boyd 

9/9- Richard & Eileen Land 

9/10-John & Peggy Wilinski 

9/12-Steve & Linda Stultz 

9/13-Kelvin & Dana Kane 



9/14-Jeremy & Jill Brown 

9/14-Linda & Terry Werner 

9/25-David & Anna Bagnall 

 

October Anniversaries: 

10/17-Gerald & Carol Benkie 

10/26-Paul & Carolyn Homan  

 

We apologize for any errors to the list, please let the office 

know to make sure the list can be corrected. Thank you 

 


